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— N E have lately been addreſſed by a well 
known and ingenious Writer of this 


nation, whoſe work has caſually fallen into 
my hands. He had no other objects in view, 
when he applied to your fraternity, than the 
temporal and eternal welfare of Jews, where- 
ſoever ſituated throughout the world ; toge- | | 
ther with that ſelf-gratification, that peace . 
of mind, which reſults to every well-princi- . 2 
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pled man from the faithful diſcharge of what 
reaſon, conſcience and religion enforce: as 
ſuch ye will not fail to acknowledge his at- 
tention with a gratitude ſuitable to the great- 
neſs of the occaſion ; nor refuſe to ſtudy the 
fruit of it with candour, deliberation, and the 
ſpirit of fair inquiry. May God direct your 
judgments aright! May he open your hearts 
to underſtand the Scriptures” (AQs xxiv. 45.) 
The love of truth is the pureſt and moſt ex- 
cellent of all our affections; and I am well 
perſuaded that the philoſophical mind of Dr. 
Prieſtley will readily allow my adherence 
to what I am convinced is ſealed with that 
ſignature, howſoever greatly ſuch an attach- 
ment may militate with his extraordinary 
opinions. But this is no place for contro- 
verſy with a man profeffing Chriftianity ; 
nor do I mean any more by the alluſion to his 
doctrines, than thereby to introduce for your 
ſakes, an objection, to what, on the part of 
Dr. Prieſtley, I muſt term a total giving up 
of the fundamental article in the Chriſtian 
Creed 


as 
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Creed — an article built on the plain, unequi- 
vocal teſtimony and avowal of the goſpel 
hiſtory ; not admitting any mutilation, diſ- 
pute, or evaſion whatſoever -I mean the mi- 


raculous conception of Jeſus Chriſt; fully de- 
clared in the firſt chapters of *Matthew's and 
Luke's goſpels, and clearly predicted in your 


* For ſo adventurous an aſſertion, as, that the original 
goſpel of Matthew did not contain the biflory of the miraculous 
conception of Chriſt, ſome very unequivocal teſtimony ought 
now to be produced; not that ſuch a fact, was it poſitively 
true, could at all ſubſtantiate or even favour the con- 
clufion to Wh¹ich Dr. Prieitley is ſo powerfully directed; 
for, the guſpels of Luxe and jou ſtill remain, in the 
former of which the hiſtorical teftimony of rke miraculous 
conception is obvious to every taithful reader; while the 
latter is ſo explicit in afferting the divinity of Chriſt, that 
it may not improperly be conſidered as written, in great 
meaſure, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing that doctrine. 


What doQor Prieſtley obſerves of Matthew's goſpel, has 
been already ventured by former objectors, to whom it 
has been replied, that the two firſt chapters of Matthew 
were never diſupted, 'till it became the intereſt of the 
heretics of the ſecond century to ſuppreſs them. How 
they endured the goſpels of Luke and John will not 
ealily be explained. 
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grand and venerable prophet Iſaiah, chap. 
vii. 14. Therefore the Lord himſelf ſhall 
* give you a ſign, behold, a virgin ſhall con- 
* ceive and bear a ſon, and ſhall call his 
* name Immanuel.” The hiſtory of the 
birth of Chriſt delivered to us in the writings 
of the two evangeliſts, juſt mentioned, is a 
verification of this prophecy ; they have re- 
lated it in language as clear and as explicit 
as any otker of the hiſtorical, yet ſupernatural 
facts (ſuch as the miracles and reſurrection 
of Chriſt) to be found in their goſpels. It 
therefore reſts on a ſimilar teftimony ; on an 
equal degree of evidence; depending, like 
them (as an object of prophecy and ſubſe- 
quent hiſtory) firſt, on the certainty of pro- 
phetic inſpiration; ſecondly, on the authority 
and veracity of goſpel record. As well then 
may ye object to other parts of Mangelical 
Hiſtory, as to that at preſent referred to; and 
you muſt ſuffer me to obſerve, that, accord- 
ing to the teſtimony of three of the evange- 
lifts, Matthew, Luke, and John, to be a real 
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Chriſtian in doctrine, without admitting that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the begotten Son of God only, 
appears wholly impoſſible— With this eſſential 
tenet, the doctrines of his divinity and atone- 
ment, by death, * for the fins of the whole 
world,” are cloſely connected; and theſe, in 
point of true faith, form the great baſis, and 
comprehend the real ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
Covenant. Should ye now object to the 
two accounts of Chriſtianity (thus laid before 
you) that they are at ſuch variance with 
themſelves, as to render the admiſſion of both 
impoſſible; and, fince no reaſon appears why 
one ſhould be eſteemed true rather than the 
other, that you will therefore hearken to nei- 
ther! Should this reſource, I fay, occur to 
your minds! Pauſe a moment! I beſeech 
you, as you regard your eternal intereſts, and 
conſider hat a palpable impoſition you would 


® Firſt epiſt. gen. of John (ch. ii. 2.) © and he is the 
« propitiation for our fins, and not for ours only, but alſo 
« for the fins of the whole world 


put 
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put upon yourſelves by fo fallacious and un- 


warrantable a concluſion. Is the foundation 
of general truth at all ſhaken or diſturbed, 
becauſe fallible men differ in their opinion 
even on the moſt eſſential points, or becauſe 
they are blinded by prejudice, or influenced 
by perverſeneſs? Surely not. Truth remains 
uncorrupt and ſtedfaſt, unchangeably fixed, 
amidſt all the ſucceſs or miſcarriage of human 
inveſtigation. We may diſpute for it; we 
cannot change it; either in revealed or natural 
concerns — leaſt of all will the diſagreements 
of Chriſtians, in particular principles and 
doctrines, excuſe you in neglecting to ex- 
amine the evidences of Chriſtianity; to the 
general truth and divine orivin of which, all 
Chriſtians moſt unfeignedly ſubſcribe. And 
I am perſuaded, that if truth is the object of 
your earneſt defire, the attainment will prove 
eaſy, ſure and permanent. For what I have 
remarked on the ſubjects of divinity and 
atonement, I refer you to the perſpicuous lan- 
guage of that ſcripture, known to Jetes as 
well 
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well as to Chriſtians by the diſcriminating 
title of the New TESTAMENT; in which 
theſe doctrines are obviouſly elucidated, and 
ſo generally inculcated, that, to extract the 
numberleſs paſſages applicable to my preſent 
purpoſe, would be to preſent you with a great 
part of the whole. To the goſpel and the 
epiſtles of John, together with thoſe of Paul, 
I would particularly call your ſtudy and re- 
gard ; more immediately to the ſublime one, 
inſcribed to the HeBrEws. In fine, I would 
remind you of Chrift's exhortation ; ©* ſearch 
the ſcriptures, for, in them ye think ye have 
eternal life, and they are they which teſtify 
* of me.” (John v. 39.) Would to God any 
arguments and entreaties of mine could per- 
ſuade you to do this with hearts thrown open 
to the reception of truth! To obtain this 
one acquieſcence from you, ſhould, I hum- 
bly think (as it is now with me) be the great 
object of all remonſtrances to your numerous 
but diſmembered community; for it is from 
the ſcriptures alone, where the quickening 

ſpirit 
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ſpirit of God has breathed inſpiration, that a 
lively faith can be kindled and rendered effec- 
tual. 


We call upon you, then, to ſearch with all 
diligence, and to compare the ſcriptures ! Look 
whether the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, related 
with the moſt perfect ſimplicity in the goſ- 
pels, is not, as well in the moſt minute as in 
the great and leading circumſtances, an exact 
fulfilment of all that the prophets have ſpo- 
ken.” (Luke xxiv. 25.) Again, I adjure you to 
ſearch and ta compare the ſcriptures; and while ye 
are thus critically and momentouſly employed, 
may their great Author forbid that if you in- 
cline ©* to believe in your hearts unto righte- 
© ouſneſs, confeſhon ſhould not be made with 
e the mouth unto ſalvation. ” (Romans 
x. 10.) 


Suffer me here to aſk you; you, who with 
much wiſdom contemplate the hand of a 
directing Providence in all human events; 


who. 
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who admit that reward and puniſhment 
preſerve upon the whole an equal pace with 
the reſpective degrees of moral vice and vir- 
tue, even in this world; ſuffer me to put 
the queſtion, how do you account for the 
ſevere dealings of the God of your fathers 
to the ſeed of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 
for the ſad continuance of more than fix- 
teen Junmbani centurics? Have theſe things 
come upon you, and do they ſtill oppreſs you 
for hearkening to his prophets and obeying. 
his voice? Nay, the anſwer is at hand; it is 
at this moment in your hearts, and in your 
mouth” - that were impoſſible — then only 
one alternative can poſſibly remain: ye have 
nat hearkened unto his voice “ nor known 
the time of your viſitation.” (Luke xix. 44.) 


You might here refer me (it may be 
thought) to the generous doctrine of Chriſt, 
when he was told of the Galileans, whoſe 
blood Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifices. 
„ Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were fin- 
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et ners above all the Galileans, becauſe they 
ce ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you nay : but 
« except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
& periſh.” (Luke xiii. 2, 3.) 


Beyond doubt this mode of reaſoning puts 
a preſent ftop to all raſh and illiberal judg- 
ment; it is to be perpetually in our minds 
amidſt all the incidents and enfualtics of 
common life, whether fclt or obſerved : cha- 
rity is the badge of chriſtian perfection. 
Nevertheleſs effects may be ſo circumſtanged, 
in morals frequently are ſo, as often to render 
a recurrence to their cauſes not very abſtruſe, 
and in ſome caſes obvious. Among the lat- 
ter ſort, the preſent condition of your nation 
ſeems eminently conſpicuous, as may indeed 
be ſeen on the face of the account; for, you 
will not deny that you were the peculiar peo- 
ple of God, ſeparated from among the 
nations, and made the early repolitory of his 
ſacred counſels ; the conſequence is, he would 
delight over you, to do you good and to bleſs 


you 


. 
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you —— he was moſt graciouſly pleaſed fo to 
do—ftill © viſiting your tranſgreſſions with a 
rod, and your fin with ſcourges.” Nevertheleſs, ' 
did healing ſucceed to your corrections, and 
© when you cried to the Lord in your trou- 
ce ble, he delivered you out of your diſtreſs.” 
But, what is it now? Has not his hand laid 
heavy upon you in a degree and meaſure ex- 
ceeding that of all former ages? Has he not 
ſuffered you to © wander out of the way in 
the wilderneſs” of the whole earth, for 
a term of time ſurpaſſing the limit of 
ſixteen j centuries? This is un- 
deniably true — Suffer me then to aſk 
you, is it poſſible that this immenſe bur- 
den of chaſtiſement would have been in- 
flicted on a people living under a regular 
theocracy, unleſs ſome previous and ſignal 
offence had been wrought before their juſt 
and merciful preſerver, the Holy One of 
Iſrael? Is it poffible ye can think ſo? 
Certainly ye cannot. Ye will ſurely ap- 
prehend, that as your caſting away has 

B now 
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now become great beyond the example of 
former times, ſo the fin, to which it is a 
ſequel, muſt certainly have been more crying, 
more ſerious, and more dreadful in its circum- 


ſtances, than any which the nation had 


previouſly committed. Remember, then, 
the diſhonourable condition, in which even 
to this day, you are languiſhing, did not 
begin to take effect till after the crucifixion 
of Jeſus! Recollect alſo, how ſoon it 
followed the perpetration of that atrocious 
deed; and with what unremitting urgency 
the deſolation has purſued you. Now, though 
ye of after times, can (it is true) have given 
no immediate voice againſt the Son of God, 
yet in as far as ye continue to reject his 
goſpel, ye thereby effectually deny him; and 
ſignify, that being the children of them, 
whoſe wicked hands have crucified and lain, 
ye do entirely allow the deeds of your fa- 
thers; ftill acquieſcing in the mad and 
ſhocking outcry, away with him, away with 
him, crucify him! (John xix. 15.) Thus, 
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in ſome proportion ye rank as accomplices, 
and even yet feel the effects of the moſt 
finiſhed wickedneſs ever accompliſhed upon 
earth, in common with your more deſperate 
anceſtors. Thus has their dreadful impreca- 
tion been fatally accompliſhed ; ** his blood 
be on us, and on our children.” (Matt. 
xxvii. 25.) 


To you who, by your univerſal diſperſion 
and miraculous preſervation amidft all people, 
nations and languages, have proved the prin- 
cipal, though unconſcious inſtruments of 
general overthrow to profane and idolatrous 
worſhip, while at the ſame time you became 
the medium of theological knowledge to all 


countries whitherſocver ye have been driven; 


to you, I ſay, the legitimate offspring and 
ſtock of Abraham, an immenſe debt of obli- 
gation muſt ſeem to be due, in the eſtimation 
of all ſerious and intelligent Chriſtians ; of 
all, who feel the bleſſings of the goſpel. Per- 
mit me then, to caſt this humble mite into 
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the treaſury,” nor deſpiſe the ſmallneſs of 
the offering; in reſpe& to the intention it is 
greatly to be accounted ; having for its end 
nothing inferior to the ſalvation of men. 


That the various nations among whom ye 
have been ſcattered have made little or no 
exertions in commending the goſpel to your 
adoption, by a due ftatement of its hiſtorical 
and moral evidences, I am afraid is not to be 
diſputed. ©4* Doing good, diũntereſted good,” 
has too ſeldom obtained in the policy of 
nations; nevertheleſs ſuch neglect to admo- 
niſh you in this important concern (though 
the idea of attempting it, may have been 
checked by an affociating one, that the beſt 
efforts would be vain) caſts a ſhade of diſ- 
grace and ignominy over the genius and hu» 
manity of every legiſlature, unto which you 
have been ſubject. Such deficiency in obſer- 
vation (let me repeat it) caſts a ſhade of re- 
proach over the genius, ſkill and penetration 
of every legiſlature profeſſing Chriſtianity : 

and 
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and has, probably, contributed (whatever the 
wiſe men of this world may think) to errors 
in politics and the inſtability of governments : 
for, as ſure as ſcripture is the word of God, 
ſo ſurely does his divine fiat for ever interfere 
in the diſpoſition of nations; ſo ſurely is the 
Hebrew people a principal object in his go- 
vernment of mankind, and cloſely connected 
with all their future intereſts ; fo ſurely (there 
are ſubſtantial reaſons to conclude) ſhall all 
nations by flow degrees retire, and at length 
totally give way; while the Hebrews, gathered 
from all regions of the world, ſhall riſe into 
glory under the privileges and bleflings of a 
chriſtian community.“ 


Might not ſome improved maxims of policy be deduced 
from this theological view of things, and advantageouſly 
applied by each ſtate to itſelf? And is it not certain that 
ftate would reſt upon the ſureſt eſtabliſhment, which in its 
primary movements ated upon a religious principle, keep- 
ing in view the counſels of God? This muſt be w if 
* righteouineſs exalteth a nation.“ 
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But, independent of all that the prophets 
have ſpoken, the preſent condition of your 
nation, merely as an inſtante, inexplicable 
in itſelf, makes an irreſiſtible demand on the 
ſerious conſideration of every obſervant, and 
liberal beholder. For, of you, while he 
reviews the plain hiſtorical appearances (aſſu- 
ming an indifference to what they may tend) 
the man of moderation, and fair inquiry, muſt, 
I think, acknowledge them to be ſuch, as were 
never diſplayed by any other body politic, 
with which the annals of the world have 
made us acquainted. When we look back 
into the almoſt forgotten revolutions of time, 
we diſcover the riſe, and trace the gradual 
formation of your diſtinguiſhed people : 
thence we behold you, under the influence of 
civil and religious authority, ripen into a 
regular and laſting eſtabliſhment. Continuing 
our obſervation, we mark you by rapid pro- 
greſs advanced to that point of notoriety and 
conſequence, to which an increaſe of power 
and advantage had conducted the efforts of a 

proſperous 
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profperous people : while, analogous (we 
muſt grant) to that common fate, which has 
finally awaited the fortune of kingdoms, you 
are ſeen gradually to deſcend from the emi- 
nence you had attained, till (your internal * 
contentions, and your laſt captivity having 
lefe little more remaining than the remem- 
brance of your rank among the nations) ye 
became tributary to the Romans; and at 
length fell victims to that catalogue of miſe- 
ries, with which the fiege of Jeruſalem, and 
the deſperate condition of wandering outcaſts 
have inſanguined the page of ancient ſtory. 


2 
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After this ſeeming abolition of your 
political exiſtence, we reaſonably expect, 
that in a few generations, your diſcrimi- 
nating character will be obliterated, and 
yourſelves inſenſibly affimilated into one 
nature, name and intereſt with the various 
nations, into whoſe territaries ye had fled for 
toleration and ſafety. But we are here pre- 
ſented with an example that runs counter to 


the 
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the general courſe of things, contradicting 
the well known laws by which the political 
conſtitution is regulated and controuled. 
We behold the Hebrews, whoſe hiſtory looks 
back to the firſt ages upon record, or ſtill 
more diſtant tradition, and who from their 
beginning have been preſerved at one time 
by their abſolute ſuperiority, at others, by 
ſuch incidents as wore the guiſe of caſual 
occurrences —we behold at this diſtance of 
more than fixteen hundred years from their 
complete overthrow, the ſcattered relics of 
your ancient people till held together by a 
bond of inconceivable union. 


To this there is ſurely no parallel — and 
therefore, as has already been intimated, it 
lays claim to the immediate and beſt regard of 
every modeſt and unprejudiced, every found 
and liberal obſerver. I might here refer to 
the numerous and 'explicit prophecies, par- 
ticularly of Moſes, Ifaiah and Jeremiah, 
which have been accompliſhed by this 

wonderful 
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wonderful iſſue of events: with ſtill greater 
force I might recount to you the ſure and 
awful predictions of Chriſt, which in an 
eſpecial manner have been verified by the 
| courſe and conduct of your anceſtors. I 
could likewiſe point out to you, by bringing 
forward multiplied paſſages from the epiſtles of 
the great apoſtle to the Gentiles, what a 
clear conception he poſſeſſed of the great ends 
to be derived from the incomprehenſible 
defection of your forefathers, during the 
miniſtry of their true Mefliah. But, this 
would combat my own deſign in ſubmitting 
to you this ſhort exhortation, the principal 
— — purport of which, is, through the mediation 
of gentle, yet moſt urgent entreaty, to call 
you to the work of comparing, and proving 
the ſcriptures ; that ſo as ye have, through 
many ages that are paſt, adminiſtered in 
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obſtinacy, and reproach, and ſorrow to the 
diſpenſations of God ; ye may, in thoſe that 
are to come, fulfil his gracious purpoſes in 
| obedience and joy: * being made perfect 

© not 
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„not without us, that ſo all Iſrael may be 
„ ſaved.” 


Whether this be the æra when fo great 
a revolution is to dawn upon the world, is 
known to no other than its Almighty Gover- 
nor ; but as all, who claim the privilege of 
ranking among Chriſtians, ** ſhould rejoice 
in this hope; as every event, however cir- 
cumſtanced, or arduous in appearance, 
» muſt have ſome beginning, great or imper- 
ceptible; and as all human endeavour can 
neither by W error retard, nor by any well- 
timed exertion anticipate the counſels of 
Providence; every Chriſtian may rightoouſly 
hope, and diligently contend for that poſſible 
ſucceſs, which has good for its object. 


What an individual, particularly an ob- 
ſcure one, can throw into ſo grand a pro- 
ject as that of convincing the Jews that 
Jeſus is Chriſt,” (Acts xviii, 28.) I do not 
ſtop to inquire. 

For 
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For the furtherance of this excellent end, 
the addreſs by Dr. Prieſtley muſt be acknow- 
ledged to have opened a way, notwith- 
ſtanding its notorious departure, in moſt 
efſential articles, from the true Chriſtian 
faith; by which I mean the doctrines of the 
goſpel. He has laid before you as great a 
body of evidence, and weight of reaſoning 
to prove, that goſpel a divine revelation, as 
could be contained in the compaſs of his 
letters; and withal, well ſuited to awaken 
the ſouls and conſciences of Wery- man 
acceſſible to entreaty and alarm. So far, 
then, his activity in the ſervice of ſo great 
a cauſe calls loudly for inſtant imifMtion, 
upon all, who are capable of being pro- 
voked unto love, and to 8 works. (Heb. 
x. 24.) 


To me it appears, that I cannot ſerve 
you more ſurely and extenſively, than by 
pointing out to the conſideration of your 
learned men, ſome few among the many 

authors 
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authors of this nation, whoſe argumentative 
writings, on the ſubject of revelation, they 
poſſibly may not have attended to, though 


held in the firſt eſtimation by the ableſt, and 
the beſt informed men of ſeveral Chriſtian 
ſtates. 


It is to you, the learned of your commu- 
nity, that I wiſh to addreſs myſelf ; expect- 
ing among ſuch to find that moderation, 


temper and liberality, which may prepare the 


mind fore reception of thoſe ſublime 
truths, afterwards to ſhine, through your 
judicious management, upon an obſtinate and 
igndiknt multitude. We truſt the time is 
approaching, when ye will call upon your 


yet unhappy =_— * awake thou 
<« that fleepeſt, Ariſe from the dead, and 


« Chriſt -ſhall give thee light!” (Epheſ. 
v. 14.) : 


With a view to haſten this bleſſed period, 
ſuffer me to requeſt your examination of the 
few 
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few authors whom I proceed to mention. 
1. Newton, late Biſhop of Briſtol, on the 
prophecies. 2. Butler's analogy of religion 
to the conſtitution and courſe of nature. 
3- Lardner's credibility of the goſpel hiſtory. 
4. Sherlock (Dean of St. Paul's) on a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. 5. Dr. 
Prieſtley's evidences of revealed religion, 
comprehended in the ſecond volume of his 
inſtitutes of natural and revealed religion. 
6. Lord Littelton, on the converſion of St. 
Paul. 7. Soames Jennyns, on the internal 
evidence of the Chriſtian religion. Suffer me 
yet to ſubjoin as a moſt excellent explanation 
of many the moſt intereſting texts of ſcrip- 
ture, the ſermons of Richard Hurd, D. D. 
preſent Biſhop of Worceſter ; than which no 
work in our language more eminently eluci- 
dates the ſenſe of certain difficult paſſages in 
ſcripture, and the exceeding wiſdom of divine 
precept. Beyond theſe I will proceed no 
farther than to recommend one other author, 
(not of this country) Grotius de Veritate 
Religionis Chriſtiane. 8 
C A careful 
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A A careful review of this ſmall ſelection 
will prove abundantly ſufficient (it is reaſon- 
ably hoped) to anſwer the purpoſe of this ad- 
dreſs, by fixing your attention on the hiſto- 
rical and moral evidences for the truth of 
the goſpel. This will neceſſarily be accom- 
panied with your more critical examination 
of the goſpel itſelf; from which fo wiſe 
application of your time and faculties, every 
_ Chriſtian, worthy « his high calling,” can 
not but cheriſh a lively hope, that the blind - 
neſs will be gradually withdrawing from your 
eyes; while, with the ſublime writer to the 
Romans, he unites in * heart's defire and 
prayer to God for Iſrael, that they might 
ce be ſaved.” (Romans x. 1.) 


Such is truly the heart's defire of your 
fncere well wiſher, 


R. W. 


„. 
47% 4 
* 


A 4 


l 425% = 
— 1 42 


- 


A. 


, 1% 


7 102 "Bw gone! $ = - 4 4 a 

3 a J 

7 63-4 Te. 1 ge 4- $ 
"* 


3 . ele a *> - C a + 
: C vo Dp gets * rern 


8 1 


e LE.” 


22 ** 177 ** f 
22 4 * 85 e 3 
& or = OO 3 ag Ft p 


CEE >. + nice 


x * * 
— 2 goed A 


i» > 
e 


